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Samantha keento connect...and help

Domestic and Family Violence Coordinator Police Sergeant Samantha James is
working behind the scenes with local services, health providers, schools, housing
organisations, community groups and government agencies to improve support for

individuals and families.

“Most people know that
police respond when
domestic and family
violence occurs, but my
role is a little different”
she said.

“I work alongside
frontline officers,
community organisations
and support services to
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keep people safe and
ensure they get the
support they need.

“By bringing agencies
together and sharing
information, we can
better understand risks,
identify gaps in support
and develop solutions
that meet community
members’ needs”

She said her focus was
on improving community
safety and wellbeing.

“Domestic and family
violence is everyone’s
business, and no one

should have to face it
alone,” she said. “If you
need support, are worried
about a loved one, or
simply want to know what
help is available, please
reach out.

“Together, we can build
a safer and stronger
community.”

Sammy (pictured with
Ganthi on the left) was in
Pormpuraaw early last
week and was happy to
attend our very successful
Women's Pamerping night
at the PUBSC (below).
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The 2026 Pormpuraaw youth summit cencluded on a high with an On-Country swim as young people prepared to become the community’s next generation of leaders. Photos: Christine Howes.

Future leaders shine at Pormpuraaw youth summ|t

by CHISA HASEGAWA

PORMPURAAW iscontinuing to nurture
its next generation of community leaders
after another successful youth summit left
young people feeling inspired, motivated
and supported.

The award-winning Pormpur Ngamplin
Pam Mongthak (PNPM) event brought
together families, community members
and stakeholders to deliver a five-day pro-
gram packed with sport, activities, work-
shops and more under this year's theme,
Future Leaders. Strong Community.

PNPM chief executive officer Ganthi
Kuppusamy said the summil mixed fun
with education and services to help young
people prepare for the future.

“It’s always a bit of fun, but at the same

time, we had things like organisations
helping with birth certificates and blue
cards, and employers talking about em-
ployment opportunities,” she said.

“We had a Q&A session 1o listen to the
young people’s voices about what they
would like to sce in the community, what
are the gaps, and what are the challenges
they're facing at the moment.”

Ms Kuppusamy said that over the years,
the event had gained significant engage-
ment from both local youth and external
stakeholders, adding that she had seen the
young people’s confidence grow as they
participated 1n the summits each year.

“They know they are being valued, and
people are listening to them and are pre-
pared to support them.”

A mixture of fun, education and opportunities to access services has seen engagement in the
Pormpuraaw youth summit grow exponentially eachyear.
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ALL WORK AND WALK TOGETHER ON ONE PATH OF HEALING, LEARNING, CARING AND

SHARING, CREATING A SAFER ENVIRONMENT AND COMMUNITY

PNPM News Week is edited by Christine Howes: chowes.com.au





